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RESPONSE 

MAIL STOP Amendment 
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P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

In response to the Office letter of March 10, 2005, 
applicant respectfully traverses the rejection of claims 19, 
20, 22, 24 and 25 under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Shih in view of Wall et al (presumably the Examiner meant 
to refer to No. 4,432,281) and Melind, all of record. 

While the Examiner has substantially repeated the 
previously advanced rejection of the claims on these three 
reference, she has added the assertion that Shih's locking 
projections 341 also form means for holding the information 
sheet 35 in a curved shape. However, as clearly shown in the 
sectional view of Fig. 2, this is not the case. Lugs 341 
project outwardly and do not extend inwardly, like applicant's 
projections 25, so as to hold the information sheet in a curved 
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shape conforming to the curved transparent cover on an inside 
thereof when the transparent cover is detached from the top 
side of the actuating frame. 

As to the Examiner's Response to Arguments, which are 
incorporated therein by reference to avoid undue redundancy, 
applicant still believes the combination of the three 
references to be based on hindsight gleaned from applicant's 
teaching but pointed out previously that, even if the 
combination were valid, neither Shih nor Melind suggests the 
claimed configuration of the information sheet and cover. In 
fact, as explained in detail on pages 7-9 of the previously 
filed amendment and is further explained hereinabove, neither 
patent suggests features ©)(3) and (d)(1) of claim 19. The 
structures of Shih and Melind do not provide a curved 
transparent cover over a label, in which the label is securely 
held on the inside of the cover when the cover is detached. 
Rather, as applicant has previously explained in detail, if an 
attempt were made to place a label in the inside of the curved 
cover, it would fall out of it. Nothing in these patents 
suggests a structure enabling the secure mounting of a label in 
a cover before the assembly of cover and label is placed on the 
handle of the stamp. Whether Melind' s flanges 11 are made of 
flexible material or not, an elongated flange inserted into a 
groove never snaps into place. It is respectfully submitted 
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that the Examiner's further speculation that "an appropriately 
sized information sheet" could be used in Melind's stamp would 
involve a differently sized recess 17, none of which finds any 
suggestion in the patent. There is not a line in either the 
i Shih or Melind disclosure suggesting the possibility of pre- j 

assembling a cover and label before this assembly is placed on i 
the stamp handle. The advantage of this has been explained by 
applicant and no obvious reconstruction of the prior art makes 
this obvious. Thus, no combination of these patents with the 
Wahl et al patent can arrive at the claimed self-inking hand 
stamp. 



A sincere effort having been made to overcome all grounds 
of rejection, favorable reconsideration and allowance of claims 
19, 20, 22, 24 and 25 are respectfully solicited. 

Respectfully submitted, 

ERNST FABER 



Kurt Keiman, Reg. No. 18,61 
Allison C. Collard, Reg. No. 22,532 

COLLARD & ROE, P.C. Edward R. Freedman, Reg. No. 26,048 

1077 Northern Boulevard Attorneys for Applicants 

Roslyn, New York 11576 

(516) 365-9802 
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